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Why Royal Coronation Ceremony is important to the Thais? 

1. Glory to the Monarch and 
Blessing to the Kingdom 
and her subjects 

2. Declaring kingship before 
divinities 

3. One of the two iconic 
events of a kingdom 

4. An ancient old rites 
through 700 years history 
of Siam 

5. An event of a life time 
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1. Glory to the Monarch and  
Blessing to the Kingdom and subjects 

•New title, meaningful name 
with individualized seal of 
state 

•Offerings of the state 
regalia 

•Readiness of the kingdom 
•Bonding between the 
monarch and the people 
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Official and Full Name of King Chulalongkorn  
• พระบาทสมเด็จพระปรมทิรมหาจุฬาลงกรณ์ บดนิทรเทพยมหามงกฎุ บรุุษรตันราชรวิ

วงศ์ วรุฒมพงษ์บรพตัร วรขตัยิราชนิกโรดม จาตรุนัตบรมมหาจกัรพรรดริาชสงักาศ 
อภุโตสชุาตสงัสทุธเคราะหณีจกัรีบรมนาถ อดศิวรราชรามวรงักรู สภุาธกิารรงัสฤษฏ ์
ธญัลกัษณวจิติโสภาคยสรรพางค ์ มหาชโนตมางคประณตบาทบงกชยคุล ประสทิธิ
สรรพศภุผลอดุมบรมสขุมุมาลย์ ทพิยเทพาวตารไพศาลเกยีรตคิณุอดลุยวเิศษ สรพร
รพเทเวศรานุรกัษ์ วสิษิฐศกัดิส์มญาพนิิตประชานาถเปรมกระมลขตัยิราชประยรู มลู
มขุราชดลิก มหาปรวิารนายกอนนัต์มหนัตวรฤทธเิดช สรรวเิศษสรินิทร อเนกชนนิกร
สโมสรสมมต ิ ประสทิธิว์รยศ มโหดมบรมราชสมบตั ิ นพปฎลเศวตฉตัราดฉิตัร สริริตั
โนปลกัษณมหาบรมราชาภเิษกกาภสิติ สรรพทศทศิวชิติไชย สกลมไหสวรยิมหาสวามิ
นทร์ มเหศวรมหนิทรามหารามาธริาชวโรดม บรมนาถชาต ิ อาชาวศรยั พุทธาธไิตย
รตันสรณารกัษ์ อดลุยศกัดิอ์รรคนเรศราธบิด ี เมตตากรุณาสตีลหฤทยั อโนปมยับญุ
การสกลไพศาล มหารษัฎาธบิดนิทร์ ปรมนิทรธรรมกิหาราชาธริาช บรมนาถบพติร
พระจลุจอมเกลา้เจา้อยูห่วั 
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The Royal Crests of Nine Reigns 
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Royal Seal of State and Royal Crest 







The Royal Regalia: Utensils & Belongings 
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2. Declaring kingship before divinities 

• Deva – Raja or Divine Right 
doctrine 

• Ramathibodi, Ramathibodin 
reflecting Rama the 
reincarnated part of Lord 
Vishnu 

• Commencement of the Reign 
on October 13, 2016 

• Launch of Kingship on May 4, 
2019 

• …..By the grace of God 
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Differences between days of Accession to the Throne  
& Coronation Day 

October 13, 2016 marks the 
accession to the Throne 

May 4, 2019 marks the Coronation Ceremony 
signifying completion of Kingship 
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3. Two Iconic Events of the Kingdom 



4. 700-years-old culture and tradition  
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Coronation Ceremony observed since 9th Century 



Coronation Ceremonies of modern world 





5. Once in a life time ceremony 
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Evolution of Siam’s Coronation Ceremony 

• Hindu’s Rajasuya Manuscript (3,000 Yrs) 
• Thai term for Coronation: Barom Raja 

Bhisek  
• Supreme Bathing Rite for Head of State. 

• Based on Bramin Belief and Tradition, 
using Pali or Magahi languages  

• Brahmin Priests take 70% of the 
ceremony. 

• Buddhist chants and prayers were 
introduced in 1851 

• Over 7 centuries, principle of the 
ceremony remains, but minor additions or 
changes were made in accordance with 
each king’s preference. 
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Abhisek – The Water Ceremony 
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“Rite of Passage” using water 
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Sacred Water from 
Five Major Rivers 

in India 

Ganges, Yamuna, Mahi, 
Sorabhu, Ajiravati 
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 Ganga (Ganges) and 
Yamuna 



Rama Year  of 
Ceremony 

Significance  Reign 

1 1782 
1785 

First Coronation in truncated form 
Elaborated Coronation with complete regalia at Indra 
Bhisek Throne Hall  

27 

2 1809 Coronation held at Maha Mondira Residence from then on 15 

3 1824 No First Royal Command proclaimed 27 

4 1851 Buddhist chants annexed in the Coronation Ceremony 
Crowning ceremony added 

17 

5 1868 
1873 

Crowned  but with Regent 
Crowned after 20 

42 

6 1910 
1911 

Immediate coronation before cremation of Rama V 
Coronation celebration amongst European Houses 

15 

7 1925 First to hold investiture for Queen Consort 9 
9 1950 

1963 
Parliament representatives replace 7 Brhamin priests  
Land procession separated from Coronation  

70 



Rama I  

Indra Bhisek Throne 
Hall, venue of 
coronation, burnt down 
after major lightening a 
few years later. 



First to use Maha Mondira Residence (3 
Throne Halls) for Coronation. The 
residence has then been used in the 
subsequent reigns for Coronation 
Ceremony. 



Modest monarch who refuses to have the crown 
displayed by his throne, but asks to have it save it for 
his younger brother (Rama IV) in the next reign. There 
is no “First Royal Command” at the premier audience. 



First time to wear  
Royal State Crown of Victory 



Buddhist rites are added to the Coronation Ceremony 



The Royal State Crown of Victory, 
tipped with 40 ct rose-cut  diamond 





Dusit Throne Hall  serves as venue for 
Coronation Celebration  

(Second Coronation Ceremony)  
of King Rama VI 





First and only time to see 
international Royalties at Coronation 



Rama VII Coronation  



Investiture of Queen Consort initiated in the coronations of King Rama VII, 
followed by King Rama IX 



Rama 
VIII’s 
activities 
during his 
6 months 
home 
visit 
before his 
tragic 
death on 
June 9, 
1989 



Rama VIII’s visit to Sam Peng Bazarr as to mend 
the conflict the racist problem Chinese-Thai 
descendants and Thai merchants. 



Rama VIII’s only appearance on the 
throne (Ananta Smakom) to sign  

the new constitution. 





Primary Rites of The Royal Coronation Ceremony Procedure 

Rain Shower Bath 

Water Blessing on 8 
compass directions 

Crowning Ceremony 
with multiple offerings 



Rama VI on 
Rain Shower 
Bath Ceremony: 
Muradha Bhisek 
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Secondary rites of Coronation Ceremony 





Where the Holy Water comes from? 

Chao Phraya, Pa Sak, Petch 
Buri, Racha Buri, Bang Pagong 
Rivers: Pencha Suddhi Rivers 
(Five Sacred Sources) 
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Holy Water from 108 sources on consecration and 
purification ceremonies  

at Wat Suthat 
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Rama IX at Muradha Bhisek Ceremony, facing eastward to signify 
prosperity to his subjects and kingdom 
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Concurrently as bathing ceremony takes place , 
royal nine-tiered canopies at all thrones (seats)  

are raised. 



Royal Nine-Tiered Canopies 
at Amarin Throne Hall and 

Royal Bed Chamber at 
Chakrabhat Biman 

Residence Hall 



Varophas Biman at 
Bang Pa-In Palace 



Concurrently as the water ceremony 
begins,  

senior member(s) of the royal family 
lay the bed sheet and arrange the 

bed chamber 
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Supreme Patriach and Senior Princes present the Lustral Water 



Baisal Thaksin Hall – Atha Disa Udumbara Throne 



Maha Mondira Residence 
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ภาชนะถวายและทรงรบัน้ําอภเิษก พระเตา้เบญจครรภ  
และพระมหาสงัข์ทกัษิณาวตัร 



Conch Shell – Symbol of Holy Utensil for water ceremony 
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Bhradra Pitha Throne  
in Baisal Thaksin Hall 





Inscribing the royal title and 
horoscope on the golden plaque 





The State Crown of  Victory and Minor Crowns 
Phra Maha Pichai Monkut & Phra Chada Maha Kathin  

Symbol of all burdens to carry for the Kingdom 



The Minor Crown Chada 



Royal Hats 





Val-Vichani – Royal Whisk 
and Fan – Symbol of ridding 
all troubles from and bringing 
comfort to the people 



Royal Regalia  
Royal Staff (Cane) Tarn Phra Korn 
represents wisdom, principles, and 
sturdiness for others to lean on 
 

Royal Sword of Victory – Phra Saeng 
Khan Chai Sri represents justice, 
determination, and power to exercise 



Royal Regalia – The Slippers 
represent support from the people  



British Royal Regalia erected in 1661 

















First 
grant of 
audience 
at Amarin 
Throne 
Hall 



As the newly crowned King grants 
audience to the officials,  

all his vehicles—elephant, palanquin, 
barge, and horse—are set ready for him 

to embark upon  
at their respective platform or pier. 



Musical Instruments of Brhamin Priests 





First procession from Throne Hall to Royal Chapel 
on Busabok Palanquin  





Minor Halls as platform or transit point before 
embarkation on royal vehicles 



Celebration of Royal Bed Chamber 





Land Procession – Circum-ambulation of the City  
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Royal Balcony 





Royal Balcony Events of other Kingdoms 







Audience for Diplomatic Corps 





Yellow Star Tree – 
Tree of The Tenth 

Reign  

Planting of Yellow 
Star Tree at all 77 
provinces 
countrywide 
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Volunteer Project Nationwide 



Royal Coronation: 
A hidden capital to a nation’s economy 



Long Live the King 


	Royal Coronation Ceremony:�Past and Present
	Why Royal Coronation Ceremony is important to the Thais?
	1. Glory to the Monarch and �Blessing to the Kingdom and subjects
	Official and Full Name of King Chulalongkorn 
	The Royal Crests of Nine Reigns
	Royal Seal of State and Royal Crest
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	The Royal Regalia: Utensils & Belongings
	2. Declaring kingship before divinities
	Differences between days of Accession to the Throne �& Coronation Day
	Slide Number 12
	3. Two Iconic Events of the Kingdom
	4. 700-years-old culture and tradition 
	Slide Number 15
	Coronation Ceremony observed since 9th Century
	Coronation Ceremonies of modern world
	Slide Number 18
	5. Once in a life time ceremony
	Evolution of Siam’s Coronation Ceremony
	Abhisek – The Water Ceremony
	“Rite of Passage” using water
	Sacred Water from Five Major Rivers in India
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Slide Number 26
	Slide Number 27
	Slide Number 28
	Slide Number 29
	Slide Number 30
	The Royal State Crown of Victory, tipped with 40 ct rose-cut  diamond
	Slide Number 32
	Slide Number 33
	Slide Number 34
	Slide Number 35
	Slide Number 36
	Investiture of Queen Consort initiated in the coronations of King Rama VII, followed by King Rama IX
	Slide Number 38
	Slide Number 39
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Primary Rites of The Royal Coronation Ceremony Procedure
	Slide Number 43
	Secondary rites of Coronation Ceremony
	Slide Number 45
	Where the Holy Water comes from?
	Slide Number 47
	Slide Number 48
	Slide Number 49
	Slide Number 50
	Slide Number 51
	Slide Number 52
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Slide Number 55
	Supreme Patriach and Senior Princes present the Lustral Water
	Baisal Thaksin Hall – Atha Disa Udumbara Throne
	Maha Mondira Residence
	Slide Number 59
	Slide Number 60
	ภาชนะถวายและทรงรับน้ำอภิเษก พระเต้าเบญจครรภ �และพระมหาสังข์ทักษิณาวัตร
	Conch Shell – Symbol of Holy Utensil for water ceremony
	Slide Number 63
	Slide Number 64
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	Slide Number 67
	Slide Number 68
	Slide Number 69
	The State Crown of  Victory and Minor Crowns�Phra Maha Pichai Monkut & Phra Chada Maha Kathin �Symbol of all burdens to carry for the Kingdom
	The Minor Crown Chada
	Royal Hats
	Slide Number 73
	Slide Number 74
	Royal Regalia 
	Royal Regalia – The Slippers�represent support from the people 
	Slide Number 77
	Slide Number 78
	Slide Number 79
	Slide Number 80
	Slide Number 81
	Slide Number 82
	Slide Number 83
	Slide Number 84
	Slide Number 85
	Slide Number 86
	Musical Instruments of Brhamin Priests
	Slide Number 88
	First procession from Throne Hall to Royal Chapel on Busabok Palanquin 
	Slide Number 90
	Minor Halls as platform or transit point before embarkation on royal vehicles
	Celebration of Royal Bed Chamber
	Slide Number 93
	Land Procession – Circum-ambulation of the City 
	Slide Number 95
	Slide Number 96
	Royal Balcony
	Slide Number 98
	Royal Balcony Events of other Kingdoms
	Slide Number 100
	Slide Number 101
	Audience for Diplomatic Corps
	Slide Number 103
	Slide Number 104
	Volunteer Project Nationwide
	Royal Coronation:�A hidden capital to a nation’s economy
	Long Live the King

